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EDUCATIONAL FUNCTIONS RESIDENTIAL 
AND DAY SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND 


GERALDINE SCHOLL 


INTRODUCTION 


THE ROLE education present-day 
society? How well are our schools fulfilling 
their functions? These are some the ques- 
tions that have been asked educational 
leaders during the past few years. demo- 
cratic society must educated society 
order survive. Therefore, education our 
society has been undergoing critical analy- 
sis determine how and where can im- 
proved, what current practices can made 
more effective and what practices should 
abandoned. 

evaluating schools and school practices 
the Michigan Secondary School Association 
defined the major functions education 
democratic society as: the finding and enu- 
meration all persons educated; pro- 
tection from and prevention harmful in- 
fluences during the course education 
the physical, mental, emotional 


Geraldine Scholl elementary supervisor the 
Michigan School for the Blind. 


areas; the fullest development each indi- 
vidual; imparting knowledge accord with 
the needs and capacities the individual; 
providing adequate diagnostic and remedial 
services determine the limitations each 
individual well his capacities and 
build educational program suit his 
specific needs; adequate educational and 
vocational guidance for each student; prepa- 
ration for and placement suitable voca- 
tional activity; and follow-up assist the 
individual his adjustment, evaluate how 
well the educational task has been performed 
and seek methods improvement. (2) 
Recently these criteria the major func- 
tions education were applied study 
residential and day schools for the blind 
the United States. was the purpose this 
study determine what areas there 
could improvement the education 
the blind; learn what educational policies 
residential and day schools were following, 
and discover new practices adopted 
recent years individual schools which 
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could used successfully other schools. 
learn about current practices, two forms 
questionnaire were devised, one for 
residential schools and the other for day 
schools. These questionnaires were sent 
all the residential and day schools for the 
blind the United States. complete sum- 
mary the findings from the questionnaires 
may found the completed thesis. (12) 
This paper will consider only some the 
major findings and will summarize the rec- 
ommendations made result the study. 
will include statistics from all the returned 
questionnaires, several which were received 
after the thesis had been typed and hence are 
not included that study. 

Table indicates the number and percent- 
age responses the 


Tabulation Responses 
No. Schools No. Responses 


Residential 71.2 
Day 65.4 
Total 69.4 


general was felt that good sampling 
schools had been obtained. shall consider 
briefly the most significant findings under 
each the major functions previously listed. 


FROM THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Finding and Enumeration. The education 
blind children compulsory law all 
but seven states. (5) Most states set seven 
sixteen years the compulsory school age. 

Table indicates the minimum age ad- 
mission students schools and classes for 
the blind according the results the ques- 
tionnaire. 


Minimum Age Admission 


glance this table shows that most resi- 

dential schools set six the minimum age 
admission and that day schools the 
whole accept younger children than resi- 
dential schools. 
Protection and Prevention. The questionnaire 
considered the physical protection and pre- 
vention function the schools because ap- 
plication this function mental and emo- 
tional areas was considered under diagnostic 
and remedial services; development and 
knowledge. 

Both residential and day schools indicated 

that they had adequate programs im- 
munization for such diseases smallpox, 
diphtheria, scarlet fever and typhoid fever. 
The majority schools and classes give an- 
nual physical, ophthalmological and dental 
examinations all students. All but five 
residential schools maintain resident nurse 
their staff. All residential and day schools 
have some form cumulative health record 
for each child. The physical needs the 
child seem well cared for both resi- 
dential and day schools. 
Development and Knowledge. The mental 
development the child and imparting 
knowledge him have been major concerns 
education all times. There have been 
previous studies made the curriculum 
schools and classes for the blind. (11, 
These studies have shown that our blind 
students receive academic training compar- 
able that given the public schools and 
addition receive more vocational and musi- 
cal training than those the public schools. 
Therefore this study did 
further this area mental development but 
rather that the social development the 
blind child. 

Some the most interesting innovations 
work for the blind have come this area 
social growth and development. Schools 
are recognizing the value sending blind 
high school students the local public 
schools for some their class work. All the 
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day school classes cooperating the study 
indicated that blind students take part the 
social activities and the instructional pro- 
gram the regular public schools. The co- 
operative rather than segregated plan seems 
the rule the administration the 
day schools. 

Most the residential schools indicated 
that they provide opportunity for the blind 
students meet with sighted boys and girls 
through church and community clubs and ac- 
tivities. the instructional area: eight resi- 
dential schools indicated that blind students 
were sent the local public schools for some 
academic work; and one school hopes 
inaugurate such plan the near future. 

Oregon probably has the most unique plan 
education this area. (7) Visually handi- 
capped students attend the state school for 
the blind for the period time required 
assist them adjust their handicap and 
learn the use the tools necessary for 
their education. the end this period 
adjustment, the length which deter- 
mined the needs the individual, the 
child sent back his local community 
attend school under the supervision 
field worker who understands his problems 
and can interpret his needs the public 
schools. This plan, based philosophy 
alization, step forward helping the 
blind student adjust sighted society. 

recent years there has been increased 
interest the education and training the 
blind preschool child. The questionnaire re- 
vealed the following types program for 
mothers and their blind babies carried 
residential and day schools the present 
time. Two residential schools published pam- 
for parents with suggestions the 
care the child; four schools send some 
representative into the home give sugges- 
tions and help the parents; and four 
schools hold annual institute training 
program for mothers and their babies. This 


institute program offers the parents op- 
portunity bring their child school and 
receive suggestions and help from the 
school regard his training. Two the 
day schools employ visiting teachers who con- 
tact parents blind babies and give them 
help, and two day schools cooperate with 
local agencies who offer comparable serv- 
ice. There need for more study and evalua- 
tion existing plans for educating the 
blind baby determine the most effective 
method meeting his problems. (See 
Diagnostic and Remedial Services. 'To build 
educational program suited the needs 
the individual student, the school must 
offer adequate diagnostic services followed 
remedial program care for the 
needs peculiar each individual. Since 
visually handicapped child more often than 
not has least one minor handicap, 
necessary that schools and classes for the 
blind provide remedial services meet the 
needs the child with disabilities other 
than blindness. Table III indicates the num- 
ber residential schools offering special 
facilities for students with other physical 
defects. 


Provision for Other Physical Defects 
Deaf- Crippled Mal- Speech Sight 


Blind Blind nour- Defec- Con- 

ished 

No. tion 


The number deaf-blind children com- 
paratively small, and teaching such children 
requires specially trained teacher. com- 
mendable that seven schools are able 
handle such educational problems. The child 
who both crippled and blind can fre- 
quently educated the regular grades 
the residential school with some provisions 
made for special physiotherapy treatments 
when necessary and for assistance getting 
around the and dormitory buildings. 
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The malnourished child can given addi- 
tional rest periods and well-balanced diet 
and kept with his grade also. small num- 
ber schools (fourteen) offer speech cor- 
rection. has been estimated that about half 
the students schools for the blind require 
some kind speech therapy. (8, 163) 
Only one third the residential schools 
answering the questionnaire give work 
speech correction. Those schools not offering 
such remedial services should investigate the 
possibility starting program speech 
correction. Frequently, there are not enough 
cases the individual school warrant the 
employment special teacher, such 
program can set cooperation with 
the local public schools with nearby 
college university teacher training de- 
partment speech correction. may 
possible have the regular teachers carry 
speech correction work under the guid- 
ance and supervision trained speech 
therapist. 

Table also includes the number 
schools maintaining sight-conservation classes. 
This function subject much debate. 
Authorities are not agreed the feasibility 
educating the partially sighted child the 
residential school for the blind. (3) There- 
fore shall not consider this paper the 
advantages and disadvantages the sight 
conservation class the residential school, 
but rather point trend, namely, that there 
rapidly growing tendency establish 
such classes the residential school. 

Table gives the dates when special sight 
conservation rooms were established the 
fourteen schools. addition these four- 
teen schools, three residential schools indi- 
cated that they were planning inaugurate 
sight conservation classes soon teachers 
could found. These three schools are not 
included this table. 

may seen that almost twice many 
classes have been established since 1940 
were existence before that date. This seems 
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indicate that the residential schools are 
setting educational provisions for their 
partially sighted students. 


Dates Organizing 
Sight Conservation Rooms 

Before 1935- 1940- After 

Table summarizes the use 
gence, achievement, personality 

tional tests residential and day schools. 


Use Diagnostic Tests Schools 
Reported Questionnaire 
Intell. Achiev. Person. Vocat. 


Day 


This table indicates that intelligence tests 
are the most frequently used tests both 
types school. larger percentage resi- 
dential schools than day schools makes use 
achievement tests. interesting note 
that one third the residential schools co- 


the study use personality tests. 


Testing the blind this area compara- 
tively new venture and surprising that 
many schools make use the few avail- 
able tests. Vocational tests, including aptitude 
and interest inventories, are also new 
work for the blind. more experimentation 
conducted and publicized, interest and 
use the vocational tests will increased 
both residential and day schools. 

Not all the residential and day schools 
named the tests used. From those schools 
which did, was possible learn what 
tests seemed preferred. Two residential 
schools reported the use the 
Anderson Intelligence Test and the 
der the residential and the day schools 
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ported that they administer the Wechsler- 
Bellevue Intelligence Tests, Verbal Series; and 
the Interim The Stanford 
Achievement Test was the preferred test 
educational achievement both residential 
and day schools. There was greater variation 
listing personality tests used. The Bernreu- 
ter and the Bell Adjustment Inventory were 
mentioned most frequently. The Kuder 
seemed the preferred vocational test. 
One residential school reported the use the 
Twenty-four residential schools and twelve 
day schools provide for psychiatric examina- 
tions cases where such examinations are 
indicated. the whole these examinations 
local child guidance center clinic the 
community. 

Placement and Follow-up. Frequently, the 
placement graduates has been assigned 
special agency the state level rather 
than remaining the function the residential 
day school educational program. This 
probably because the need for special 
handling specific problems placing the 
blind jobs. The responses the question- 
naire revealed that the majority schools 
and classes cooperate with state agency 
commission specifically organized handle 
the problems training and placement 
blind workers. Such plan cooperation 
and coordination probably superior any 
plan that individual school class could 
inaugurate. 

Follow-up should important func- 
tion the school. valuable method 
evaluation for the school learn from the 
adjustment graduates’ specific strengths 
and weaknesses the educational program. 
Further, affords the student some feeling 
security know that the school in- 
terested him and wishes help him make 
adequate after-school adjustment. Table 
shows the number schools that have 
made follow-up studies former students. 


Follow-up Studies 
No. 
Schools 
Res. 42.8 
Day 


seen that considerably less than half 
the residential and day schools have made 
follow-up studies. 

Guidance. The function guidance should 
permeate all educational endeavor. Through 
guidance the student enabled make 
wise decisions, evaluate his plans and pro- 
cedures and develop powers self-direc- 
tion. Guidance frequently considered 
terms vocational guidance. All the resi- 
dential and day schools indicated the ques- 
tionnaire that students were given help 
their teachers planning their course 
study and choosing suitable vocation. 
Students schools and classes for the blind 
are probably more fortunate than students 
the public schools because classes are 
smaller and teachers can spend more time 
with each individual student, can learn his 
specific problems and can guide him more 
effectively. The problems setting 
vocational guidance program school 
class for the blind have been considered 
previous studies. (1, 14) 

one section, the questionnaire asked 
teachers had access results tests and in- 
formation accumulated about students. Table 
VII summarizes the responses this ques- 
tion. 


VII 


Access Information About Students 
Yes Other Resp. 


Under “other” were included such responses 
“partial”, “when requested and the request 
approved,” etc. Thus see that the ma- 
jority the schools and classes permit teach- 
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ers have access necessary information 
about students that they will learn know 
and understand better their needs and capaci- 
ties. 

Another aspect guidance, that orienta- 
tion training, was not considered specifically 
the questionnaire used this study. How- 
ever, current trends this area may 
learned examining current literature 


the subject. (4, 10, 13, 15) 


Recommendations 


Residential schools should consider lower- 


ing the minimum age admission five 
years that the blind child may begin his 
school career the same age sighted chil- 
dren do. 

More residential schools should study and 
consider adopting the policy sending high 
school students the local public schools for 
some academic work. Such plan stimulates 
the educational growth and development 
the blind student and affords him op- 
portunity developing social contacts with 
sighted persons. 

The Oregon Plan should receive addi- 
tional study determine how can ap- 
plied other residential schools develop- 
ing educational program that will mini- 
mize the segregation and institutionalization 
the blind child and afford the child op- 
portunity for more normal social growth 
and development with his family his own 
community. 

Schools should endeavor make speech 
correction work available every blind stu- 
dent who needs it, since large percentage 
blind students need such remedial work. 
Further study the sight conservation 
class the residential school indicated 
determine this the best educatiogal plan 
meet the special needs and problems 
the partially sighted child, particularly the 
child from the rural community. 

There should increased use available 
tests intelligence and achievement. More 


experimentation and research the 
ment and use personality and vocational 
tests with the blind needs carried 
make these more reliable diagnostic instru- 
ments. 

The special needs and problems the blind 
baby need more study and existing plans 
education should evaluated determine 


the most effective means meeting his 


needs. 

More follow-up studies graduates should 
made both residential and day schools, 
This area which has hardly been touched 
the present time. 


This paper has been presented with the 
hope that few current trends the edu- 
cation the blind will noted that our 
educational policies and practices may im- 
proved. 

The author wishes thank all the resi- 
dential and day school classes who cooperated 
filling out the questionnaire used this 
study. 
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BRAILLE READING CONTEST 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
announces the first American braille reading 
contest held during the third week 
January, 1949 New York City. The idea 
such competitions originated England 
where they are arranged annually na- 
tionwide scale. These competitions find 
very vivid response among the blind and also 
receive great attention the part the 
general public. 

Competitors will divided into four 
classes: 

Junior Readers 


(1) Readers ten years age 

(2) Readers between eleven and seven- 
teen years age 

Adult Readers 

(3) Those who learned braille before 
seventeen years age 

(4) Those who have learned braille 
adults 


Each contestant will read prose passage 
unrehearsed and piece poetry after ten 
minutes’ preparation. Cash prizes and di- 
plomas will awarded each category. 
committee experts consisting authorities 
speech and interpretative reading, and ex- 
perts work for the blind will serve 
judges. 

This braille reading contest arranged 
stimulate braille readers toward greater ac- 
complishments; give helpful advice and 
suggestions for improvement; bring the 
attention the public the importance 
braille the blind and demonstrate that 
blind person can give well receive 
pleasure reading. 

Prospective contestants are invited sub- 
mit their names their earliest convenience 
(stating which the four above-named 
classes they wish enter) the “Braille 
Reading Contest,” American Foundation for 
the Blind, West 16th Street, New York 11, 
New York. 
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HOME TEACHING PROFESSION 


GRETTA GRIFFIS 


ALTHOUGH relatively new comer 
the field home teaching, thinking about 
this business home teaching has passed 
through several transitional stages. That 
profession sure, but the question 
about which have been pondering just 
where professional activity does belong 
—to which other profession related. 

First, saw part the field edu- 
cation. The home teacher was just what the 
name implies; person who went into 
home and taught someone something. The 
emphasis was the teaching and learning 
given skill. time went on, however, 
began see that there was more involved 
than educative process. became clear 
that the person being taught were gain 
from what the home teacher had give, 
there must added the teaching process 
understanding what the client needed 
learn. moved into the second stage 
thinking about home teaching: was 
that seeing the work related occupa- 
tional therapy. The home teacher taught 
skills and activities give the client some- 
thing keep him busy and whenever pos- 
sible hoped that the training would contribute 
rehabilitating the client that might 
function industry, sheltered workshop, 
home industry program such were 
available. 

Gradually, however, have come see 
home teaching part the profession 
social work with similar aims and goals. 


Gretta Griffis, home teacher for the blind with the 
Family Service Association, Washington, C., read this 
paper the Eastern Conference. 


Social work has been defined “profes- 
sional service people for the purpose 
assisting them individuals and groups 
attain satisfactory relationships and stand- 
ards living accordance with their par- 
ticular wishes.” 

The home teacher gives professional 
ice people assist them individuals 
attain—as nearly possible—satisfactory 
relationships and standards accordance 
with their particular wishes. True, the home 
teacher does teach skills, but the teaching 
these skills not the end result. The home 
teacher teaches give the client skills with 
the purpose always view enabling the 
client, through better understanding and 
greater acceptance himself, use the ex- 
perience has had with the home teacher 
work out better relationships with his family, 
friends, and community; and some in- 
stances hopefully achieve means in- 
fluencing his standards living through 
greater economic return, the use the prod- 
ucts which can create result his 
increased skill, the greater knowledge 
the tools living; helping the homemaker 
with the problems housework and care 
the children and the gardener more easily 
tend his vegetables and flowers. May call 
your attention the last three words the 
definition social work just quoted: “their 
particular wishes.” seems this one 
significant characteristic home teaching 
part the larger profession social 
work. Ideally, the professional practice 
social work, the client left completely free 
make choices for himself whether 
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wishes the services the home teacher 
and what wishes with those services 
chooses use them. 

Believe me, being home teacher with the 
approach the educator, who has various 
array skills teach, and expecting the 
client learn some one more those 
skills, far easier than the discipline required 
patiently work through with the client the 
decision whether wishes use the 
home teacher not. The home teacher, with 
knowledge social case work, recognizes 
the right self-determination. She knows 
that unless the client decides use the home 
teacher his own, entirely free from fear 
the authority the teacher, the agency which 
sends the teacher, any other agency 
member the community, the result the 
teaching will far less effective. The teacher 
will wonder why Mr. J., who has physical 
and intellectual capacity, does not achieve 
more. have more energy invest the 
thing undertake done because 
wish that thing more than anything 
else which might choose, 

After the client chooses use the services 
the home teacher—if that teacher has 
knowledge principles casework—the 
teacher will give careful thought what are 
the client’s ambitions; interests; emotional, 
intellectual and physical capacities and prob- 
lems. The teacher proceeding this manner 
always aware the differences between 
people. The worker cognizant that 
achieve the maximum the client must 
worked with his own level, utilizing what- 
ever can bring the new experience 
rather than superimposing entire new set 
skills and patterns thinking. This does 
not mean that the home teacher does not 
work toward change, but the changes will 
probably come slowly. process con- 
tinual incorporation and intermingling 
the new with the old the client’s experience. 

Some clients may never able change; 
they may not want change. The profession- 


ally trained, skillful home teacher dis- 
ciplined that she can accept this denial her 
efforts. Here the home teacher, trained the 
field social work, has other tools which 
she will want use. 

There place for the home teacher who 
judgmental thinking about clients, their 
failures, things they do, attitudes they express. 
The client accepted is. There 
place for condemnation condoning. the 
client fails, not condemn blame. 
ask ourselves, and seems wise, ask the 
client why things did not work out. Who 
here has not experienced the paralyzing 
effects the blocking which follows negative 
criticism? 

the client succeeds, are thoughtful 
giving approval. Approval from the teacher 
may spur the client new and more 
cult work. may carry him over periods 
discouragement. the other hand, the client 
may come work for the satisfaction be- 
ing praised the teacher; may achieve 
please the worker; may come depend 
that approval. The client may develop in- 
creased fear failure. 

Mr. had been severely disappointed and 
inconvenienced because the agency which 
depended had not functioned that the 
worker could keep promise which she had 
made him, The worker had had several 
difficult interviews with him, assisting him 
work through his feelings about the situ- 
ation. She called after absence few 
weeks. Mr. was cheerful and seemed 
taking the situation the socially accepted 
manner “like man”. The worker told Mr. 
what fine attitude had, how fine 
was that could look what had been 
trying and disappointing experience such 
cheerful way. Then she thought what her 
words had meant. Maybe Mr. did not feel 
cheerful about the situation; maybe way 
down inside was not taking like man; 
maybe felt anger toward the worker and 
agency but was afraid expressing 
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it, fearing the disapproval the worker and 
her retaliation, all which was not conducive 
Mr. D’s best growth and emotional health. 
After such outspoken approval this posi- 
tive attitude toward terribly bad situation, 
would feel free talk through his feelings 
with this another worker should another 
similar situation develop? The worker re- 
alized that reacting Mr. lay 
manner instead the professional disci- 
plined way the non-judgmental home 
teacher with case work background, she had 
set blocking which was not wholesome. 

the time Mrs. was referred 
the case worker, was given picture 
very troubled person. first visit 
was cheerful. She talked about her difficul- 
ties freely but said things were going better. 
She seemed interested the services home 
teaching and easily decided which the 
services she wished use. felt Mrs. was 
person who would move along quickly and 
found Mrs. changed person. She was 
fearful, made decisions slowly, acted slowly, 
was doubtful about her ability achieve. 
saw environmental factor which might 
have upset her, but did wonder about the 
situation. greeted her most cheerfully. 
continually told Mrs. her ability learn 
and succeed. Because the capacity which 
was sure she had, not only from obser- 
vation the time the first interview, but 
her past record, assigned amounts work 
larger than ordinarily would have given. 
sensed that something was wrong; 
quickly said that she could not accomplish 
all that had assigned, would all right. 
She should whatever she could. Two days 
later the case worker called see what 
had observed about Mrs. the regular in- 
terview with the case worker, Mrs. had ap- 
peared terribly depressed. the rush 
work, had dismissed Mrs. J’s situation from 
mind. Quickly recalled what had hap- 
pened. the particular agency setting 
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which work, there division function 
between the work the home teacher and 
that the case worker. After considerable 
discussion, the worker and decided that 
would wise discuss this case with the 
case work supervisor the agency. the 
case worker the importance helping Mrs. 
talk about the things which were bothering 
her, discussing her life with her husband, 
his death, and her feelings about the young 
son who lived the home with her was 
stressed. role was one accepting 
Mrs. fearful, depressed, upset person. 
work was directed toward the end 
diverting her mind into channels activity 
outside herself. was not bounce with 
“Lions Club”, cheery greeting. Mrs. did 
not feel cheerful. her there was nothing 
cheerful about. Could not understand 
that she could not cheerful? Mrs. 
this particular time, achievement was impos- 
sible. insisted that was, she would only 
become more discouraged. was allow 
Mrs. set her own pace for working. she 
did nothing, that would all right. she 
did great deal, that would all right, too. 
have used this procedure number times 
since the case was being considered. 
wise, however, recognize accurately 
possible the diagnostic signs order know 
which clients should used and when 
should not. were use the methods 
employed the case dealing with Mrs. 
G., and not cheerful Mrs. G., who feels 
that being cheerful regardless how things 
are bothering her most important, she 
would feel less confident and completely 
thrown off her relationship with me. 

May again emphasize the importance 
understanding the client, his strengths and 
limitations, and working with him 
keeping with these, asking why the client 
has failed come our expectations. 
Often helpful turn for skilled case 
work psychiatric consultation before 
decide how proceed with the difficult case 
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Mrs. Smith, Miss Brown, Mr. Anderson. 

The skilled home teacher also realizes the 
importance establishing what known 
the case work field good relationship. 
This implies that the client feels ease with 
the teacher; that may say anything 
wishes and act with much freedom pos- 
sible during the time and the teacher are 
working together and that the worker will 
not mind and will accept him just the same 
whether the client accepting rejecting. 
(It means that the client has confidence the 
teacher.) often surprising, the degree 
development and achievement client can 
experience when this relationship present. 
can see this same client with another 
teacher when this relationship absent, and 
will little more than stand still, and 
there have been instances which the client 
has even regressed. 

What can the teacher establish and 
maintain this relationship? 

The client must accepted—good 
bad, interested disinterested, agreeable 
hostile, succeeding failing, conforming 
not conforming the approved mores the 
social group, before will completely 
ease with the teacher. This complete accept- 
ance any and all clients, regardless what 
they do, not easy. This does not mean that 
the worker necessarily approves what the 
client does, but does mean that the worker 
should understand why the client be- 
haves does and can separate the client 
from his behavior. 

called Mrs. She complained be- 
cause came early the afternoon. She 
ran her radio loud that was almost im- 
possible talk with her; she stressed 
length what two predecessors had done 
for her; she let know that she doubted 
would not stay long because was interrupt- 
ing her nap and radio programs; and she 
did not care when came again. found 
that had work establish relationship 


with Mrs. found difficult separate 
her behavior from her and understand why 
she was hostile. The supervisor who read 
the record this interview was most under- 
standing person. talked feelings over 
with her and learned from her detachment 
what might have gone into the situation. She 
suggested that Mrs. may have been hostile 
because disappointing and lonely 
life; because hostility toward the two pre- 
vious home teachers which she 
been able express and was now denying 
telling how much she had liked them and 
permitting this hostility focus me. She 
suggested that the more 
which Mrs. was releasing could accept 
without reacting kind, the quicker she 
was able back and work with Mrs. 
Have respect for the integrity the 
client human being. Remember all 
times that has feelings which differ only 
little from ours. Occasionally, 
verse roles and imagine how you would feel 
you were the client and the worker. 
Never fail show the client the respect 
making appointment with him. This 
subject which entire paper might 


After having made that appointment, 


keep it. you find that you cannot so, 
remember that there are always telephones, 
telegrams, and special delivery letters. 

had made appointment with Miss 
The evening before the morning appointment, 
supervisor, who had her headquarters 
another town, called say that she could 
the city which was working the 
following day and could only see the 
next morning. forgot that Miss had 
phone. was late afternoon before reached 
her home. She had made appointment 
the clinic for the afternoon because she 
thought there the morning. 
She had waited for until she was late for 
the clinic appointment. missed seeing her 
altogether. During the remainder con- 
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tact with Miss F., contact which was cut 
short because leaving the agency, she 
was most negligent about keeping appoint- 
ments. There were many times that failed 
see her because this. was never able 
put our relationship the same good 
basis that which had been working 
before this broken appointment. 

Confidence the client the worker 
essential. The client must know that can 
trust the teacher. The teacher obligated 
maintain complete confidentiality the 
client’s activity and identity. easy 
discuss client’s situation and problems with 
friends whom feel cannot possibly know 
the person about whom are talking. 
short time ago one fellow workers 
was having dinner with group friends 
whose economic and social position was 
the opposite end the scale from that the 
client about whom she told interesting 
incident. She was amazed and most chagrined 
when one the women commented that 
through her husband she had heard about 
the man being discussed and proceeded 
launch forth into detailed discussion the 
client’s situation. 

Several times the last few weeks 
clients have asked the names others 
whom call order learn visit any 
their friends. have refused consistently 
give such information, explaining them 
that just they would not wish discuss 
them with others, others should not 
discussed with them. During the time 
spend with them they and their situations are 
chief interest. the greatest impor- 
tance for the teacher talk with and gain per- 
mission the client before consulting any 
outside source concerning the client his 
problem. After this permission granted, 
wise for the worker let the client know the 
result the discussion about him. This 
area which all slip occasion but one 
which should most careful. 
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impossible for stop talking with 
you without mentioning one more point. 
this something which all home 
teachers, well others the field social 
work, should consider very seriously. 
have achieved this area, other the points 
which have mentioned will fall into place 
naturally and easily. the part home 
teaching which is, perhaps, most difficult and 
can, but should not, taken lightly. 
talking about this business understanding 
one’s self, feeling secure with one’s self, 
accepting one’s self. know, and accept 
one’s strengths, limitations, and weaknesses 
and sure that one has done this not 
only difficult but exceedingly painful and 
requires the willingness change. Generally 
when look ourselves squarely, are 
not too satisfied with what see. all 
are apt far less than would like for 
the client helping him without this self 
understanding. How can really expect 
understand others unless understand 
ourselves, and how can really help others 
unless understand them? Are helping 
others because want to? This can affect 
our capacity help. Or, are using our 
work home teachers satisfy some our 
deeper personal needs such the need 
dominate, parental, show our own 
skills, gain approval. 

Just one more thing. All the points 
have made this morning are ideals 
striven for. Their achievement does not come 
day, month, year; but each time 
home teachers can act accordance with 
one them are being little more help- 
ful the client. are becoming more than 
pedagog. are becoming person who 
enabling another person use and mobilize 
more his strengths and capacities rise 
above the limitations within himself his 
environment and become happier, better 


adjusted, and more productive member 
society. 
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INTEGRATED PROGRAM SERVICES 
THE BLIND AND THE RELATIONSHIP HOME 
TEACHING THE OTHER SERVICES 


GWEN HARDIN 


First, LET REVIEW what the State 
Washington offer our integrated program 
services the blind. 

The Division for the Blind set 
law. comparatively new Division— 
having come into being April 1937. Per- 
haps that good thing because have 
traditions old vested rights any phase 
statewide program hamper legislative 
structure based complete services all 
blind persons. 

net the blind into any general service 
program difficult because their small 
number comparison with all persons need- 
ing service; and, therefore, they are very 
apt lost the crowd. Then again 
blindness most serious handicap that 
calls for highly specialized services assist 
the blind necessary adjustment that 
blindness and developing 
quired fit into the normal living pattern. 
believe, definitely, integrated pro- 
gram for the blind and, our opinion, this 
can only accomplished through the placing 
responsibility one over-all agency, divi- 
sion commission. 

What meant our state integrated 
program? means placing the responsibility 
for all services the blind under one de- 
partment, agency division—whatever the 
state pattern is. the state Washington 
all welfare services are under the State De- 


Mrs. Gwen Hardin Supervisor the Division for 
the Blind the State Department Social Security, 
Olympia, Wash. 


partment Public Welfare and are divided 
law into the Division Old Age As- 
sistance, Division for Children, Division 
General Assistance and Division for the 
Blind. 

Within the Division for the Blind, services 
are enumerated follows Chapter 132, 
Laws 1937: 


Prevention Blindness 
Restoration Vision—necessary 
medical eye treatment for those 
financially unable provide such 
care for themselves 


Section Vocational Aid and Training: 


Section 


aid finding suitable em- 
ployment, 

teach trades and occupations, 

establish and maintain train- 
ing schools and workshops, 

aid blind persons become 
self-supporting, 

furnish necessary tools and 
equipment, 


and quote,) “To provide Home Teaching 
subjects which will assist blind persons 
the ease and enjoyment daily living.” 

Section provide financial assistance 
basis need. 

Let look these services listed the 
law. Doesn’t this cover the major areas 
which specially trained persons are essential 
for full service the blind? You may say 
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that general medical care isn’t listed, but the 
blind person’s general ills need specialist 
other than needed any ill person. 
stomach ache stomach ache whether the 
person sighted blind. 

Provision made for specially trained per- 

sons all phases vocational counseling, 

training and placement. 

Provision made for specially trained per- 

sons the field home teaching. 

Provision made for the supervision 

financial aid the specialized director. 

Provision made for the distribution 

Talking Book machines. 

One the greatest advantages that one 
eye examination will answer for all services. 
The social and background information need 
not given over and over workers from 
various agencies. available whomever 
within the Division for the Blind working 
with the person. Something even more im- 
portant the blind person continuity 
and relating service. that meant in- 
formation who coming and why 
the suggestion has been made have the 
other worker and feeling all being 
part one total service rather than going 
from agency agency. Records are available 
that, through case reading and reviews, 
needed services that have been overlooked 
not recognized needed can offered. 

Occasionally the question has been asked: 
What those not financial need? Each 
month serve approximately 1,100 1,250 
individuals—of these less than 50% are re- 
cipients financial assistance. There are 
financial need requirements Home Teach- 
ing, Vocational Aid and Training, many 
services prevention blindness Talk- 
ing Book distribution. Consultant service 
available anyone need such service, ir- 
respective financial standing. The residence 
requirement for all services other than finan- 
cial assistance for living costs, known Aid 
the Blind, which comes under the Federal 
Social Security Aid, that the recipients 


living the State Washington other than 
temporarily. 

Because the highly specialized knowl- 
edge required, not possible have the 
services administered the individual county 
welfare department the financial aid 
(which administered the county welfare 
department but supervised the State Divi- 
sion for the Blind.) There are too few—and 
thank God for that—in any one county 
make feasible staff trained specialists, 
Therefore, all services other than Aid the 
Blind (financial assistance) are administered 
the Division for the Blind with the co- 
operation the county welfare department. 
This means that when social service 
social worker needed may call upon 
trained social worker from the county wel- 
fare department. the larger counties cer- 
tain social workers have been designated and 
are given in-service training course the 
Division for the Blind. The specialists the 
various services are Division for the Blind 
employees and work out the state office 
and are the state payroll, under Merit 
System. Job descriptions and minimum quali- 
fications are set the Merit System Board. 
They refer from register persons who 
meet the minimum qualifications for any 
these specialized positions. Induction into 
the work and in-service training the re- 
sponsibility the Division for the Blind. 

The Division has supervisor the 
Division, supervisor vocational rehabili- 
tation, superintendent the training center, 
supervisor vending stands and small 
businesses, supervisor home teaching 
and prevention blindness, and medical 
eye consultant who ophthalmologist 
who works closely with the Division regard- 
ing eye surgery and treatment. 

order have cross-section lay help 
and understanding, the Division has gen- 
eral advisory committee. also has techni- 
cal advisory committee made representa- 
tive ophthalmologists statewide. 
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public understanding blindness and 
needs related are basic full program 
services the blind and for the prevention 
blindness. program can further 
than its public will support it. public. 
program that public all the people 
the state. public interpretation and under- 
standing are essential. Every worker within 
public agency every day interpreting 
the program the public his work. The 
best interpretation that can made effec- 
tively given service where needed 
way can accepted and used. 

What the relationship the home 
teacher this total program? She right 
the midst it. She staff member 
the same department the vocational reha- 
bilitation counselor, the superintendent the 
training center, etc. co-staff member 
she knows them, sits staff meetings and 
discusses needs and referrals and checks back 
services. Through the supervisor home 
teaching particular case can discussed 
with the worker any the other special- 
ized services that help can given the 
opportune time. 

Look for moment few the basic 
essentials pre-conditioning for the inex- 
perienced blind considering vocational ob- 
jective: 


Ability get about the community, 
well the home (ability get 
and from work) 

Ability meet people and find com- 
mon grounds interest and give and 
take (employee relationship) 

Ability eat properly, use typewriter, 
read and write braille, and engage 
simple handcrafts and household arts 
(the ability take oral instruction and 
put into manual manipulation) 

Ability receive instructions from 
someone outside the home school- 
room what and how it, 


through formal relationship (the 


ability function employer-em- 
ployee relationship) 

Ability keep definite scheduled ap- 
pointments with definite assignments 
(learning the importance regular 
work hours and knowing what ex- 
pected) 


not necessary talking with home 
teachers point out their responsibilities 
this phase the vocational rehabilitation 
program. 

Perhaps the scope the total home teach- 
ing program the State Washington 
should reviewed. This desirable not 
program because covers many needs 
many blind persons. 

The home teaching services could well 
broken into two groups—the academic: 
braille—reading and writing, Moon reading, 
script writing and typing. Not all blind per- 
sons wish learn braille typing but for 
those who wish the opportunity 
offered. Equally important the handwork, 
home making, recreation and numerous mis- 
cellaneous needs. not enough teach 
blind person techniques which can 
continue read and write. Life requires 
normal life—to eat nicely, get about, 
know how play cards, how enter 
into whatever the normal family recreation 
plan, most important. 

People who become blind aren’t endowed 
with knowledge how they can adjust 
their life blindness, nor other mem- 
bers the family suddenly develop special 
wisdom enabling them cope with most 
serious situation family life. Adjustment 
blindness twofold—first, adjusting the 
blind person his life blind person, 
acquainting him with possibilities through 
new techniques; second, adjusting his family 
and immediate associates his blindness and 
helping them know how continue 
enjoy their associations with him. 
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May cite home teaching case that 
was social rehabilitation and good job 
home teaching? retired railroad man 
very suddenly lost his eyesight. There was 
way known medical science which 
could restored. home teacher was sent 
into that county for the specific purpose 
working with this man since the situation was 
presenting serious emotional problem both 
him and his wife. After retirement, the 
man lived play pinochle with three other 
cronies the back room neighborhood 
grocery store. The home teacher found that 
his daily pinochle games were his main in- 
terest life. She taught him sufficient 
amount braille could read his 
pinochle deck and keep his own count. She 
played pinochle with him until was con- 
vinced that could play pinochle well 
ever. Then she met the three elderly 
gentlemen whom had been playing with 
afternoon session pinochle con- 
vince them that could still play pinochle 
without slowing the game. The com- 
ment the home teacher was, that “as she 
went into the back room the grocery 
store she certainly said prayer for the dear 
Lord give her luck that afternoon.” The 
result—the newly blinded man had real rea- 
son learn three things: how get from 
his home the grocery store and back, how 
read braille play pinochle and how 
keep his count. learned these things 
that life could good deal had 
the past and was doing the thing that 
complete home teaching service. 

What the social worker serving blind 
person for Aid the Blind who finds that 
the blind person and his family don’t know 
how live together with blindness their 
midst? the home teacher working 
that county she has her office the county 
welfare department and there will case 
conference and the home teacher will pick 
her part the service with full knowledge 


gathered the social worker available 
her. there home teacher the county 
the time, the case referred the super- 
visor home teaching for discussion and final 


decision. Can wait until home teacher 
available that county does call for 


special assignment—meaning home teacher 
will sent serve that one case? That 
has been done number times because the 
situation was urgent. 

With all the services given through the 
one division, all can more cognizant the 
services available and therefore more observ- 
ant the need for them, and know how 
bring the need the attention the person 
who can give the service needed. 

Life not complex for specialized work- 
ers such agency, for cooperation get- 
ting all services the blind person needed 
brought about very largely coordination 
within the agency. time taken 
duplication. Blind people are not submerged 
and therefore lost the great mass. have 
said nothing about costs, but through analysis 
evident that integrated program costs 
less than those same services set various 
agencies. 

all our work and which sets the base 
upon which can well build our services— 
“Happiness comes from doing, 
cising one’s creative faculties, whatever they 
may be.” Our job find those creative 
faculties, and encourage, develop 
the blind utilize them maximum full- 
ness life experience. 

should never forget—first prevent blind- 
ness. that impossible, think Helen 
Keller expressed our job very aptly when 
she said: 

“It good give the blind living: 

better still give them life worth 
living, 

not much the infirmity that causes 
unhappiness, 

useless, dependent existence.” 
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GARDENING TOUCH 


FRANCES SMITH 


THE SUN SIFTED its warm rays from the sky 
one early morning May, group ex- 
cited blind gardeners gathered the Light- 
house for the Blind Fort Worth, Texas, 
with hoes hand, and full great enthusi- 
asm and energy. They had come launch the 
first project their newly organized garden 
club, plant St. Augustine grass. There 
was, neatly stacked against the side the 
house. They examined carefully dis- 
tinguish the blades grass from the stiff 
and jointed stems. Then quick survey was 
made the ground orient themselves. 
They observed that sidewalk divided the 
yard into two sections. This would serve 
starting point and guiding line. The 
group then was organized into kind 
assembly line, with some cutting the blocks 
grass into small squares, others digging 
holes one foot apart along the edge the 
sidewalk. From here was easy estimate 
distance one foot back for all succeeding 
rows. the ground was prepared, the 
mainder the group nestled the small 
squares into the holes and pulled the loose 
dirt around the stems. They laughed and 
talked together happy, informal comrade- 
ship they planted one square after another, 
then one row after another, until last the 
job was done. When finally they straightened 
their backs and visualized the neat patch- 
work green and brown, feeling satis- 
faction surged through each member the 


Miss Frances Smith, graduate Washington Uni- 
versity, St. Louis, was formerly case supervisor for the 
Florida Council for the Blind. She now doing vol- 
unteer work for the blind Texas. 


group. They set the sprinkler action and 
anticipated the time, weeks hence, when the 
tiny roots would have reached out and joined 
together form lush, green lawn. 

This, then, was the beginning the club’s 
project beautify the Lighthouse grounds. 
was also the beginning gardening adven- 
tures for most the members. They were 
learning garden touch and finding 
most exhilarating experience. weeks rolled 
and their organization grew maturity, 
they discovered ever many exciting things. 
The time year was ideal, for was spring, 
and nature had burst forth with magnificent 
array color and fragrance. The permeating 
atmosphere birth and growth, richness. 
and beauty, captured their spirit and imagina- 
tion and swung them into form creative 
expression. 

They ventured into botanical garden 
become acquainted with shrubs, trees, herbs, 
and wide variety flowers. was lecture 
tour guided experienced gardeners, 
described the plants and explained the con- 
ditions desirable for growth. Later they 
gathered before table luxuriantly filled with 
fresh-cut flowers and deftly combined them 
into artistic bowl arrangements. Their sensi- 
tive fingers grasped mental image each 
flower feeling its size, shape and texture. 
This mental picture even became aromatic 
when they identified with the flower’s par- 
ticular fragrance. They potted plants con- 
tainers which they made themselves, and 
planted the most fragrant varieties herbs 
window boxes. Later they expected trans- 
form the foliage into sachets. 
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one meeting outstanding landscape 
architect appeared before the club lecture 
the basic principles designing home 
garden. Another program was devoted the 
study soil and its preparation for specific 
plants. soil conservation expert brought 
numerous samples soil for the members 
examine while lectured the varying 
characteristics each type. These and other 
lectures and activities have prepared the mem- 
bers for their two major projects the fall— 
the holding their first flower show, and the 
arranging bouquets during two-week 
period for patients the Public Health 
Service Hospital. 

All this and more they were doing them- 
selves. There were activities organiza- 
tional nature that kept them busy through- 
out the summer months. planning well- 
balanced program for the first year, the pro- 
gram committee met often with readers 
profit from the printed word. They were busy 
the telephone, engaging authoritative 
speakers for the subjects selected. Members 
were not content let the matter rest with 
outside speakers alone. They wanted con- 
duct their own research and deliver their 
talks before the group. two meetings 
month were scheduled and requests sent 
the state library and the Library Congress 
for lists books braille gardening 
topics. Most the lectures were demon- 
strated, and many them given over 
entirely clinical pursuits that the blind 
members could “get the feel” the thing 
they were studying. 

The yearbook committee was busy, too. 
had the job compiling the programs, 
the constitution and by-laws, and other ma- 
terial into book form. Extensive research was 
done garden almanacs order top each 
page with monthly gardening hint. The 
yearbook chairman arranged the material 
neat order braille, then called upon assist- 
ants transcribe other braille copies. The 
members the committee fell into pensive 


silence while trying conjure some 
clever scheme for cover. ingenious idea 
struck one the members she suddenly 
recalled the stack empty wood boxes the 
Lighthouse workshop. Why not get one 
the workers there convert these useless 
boxes into smooth, wooden covers for the 
yearbook? was agreed. The covers were 
made with expert craftsmanship, each deco- 
rated with colored decalcomania gar- 
denia, the club flower. 

the brief span six months the founda- 
tion stones were laid for organization that 
destined grow and thrive the years 
come. Initial steps were swift and solid 
because the skillful and inspirational guid- 
ance its founders and the Fort Worth 
Council Garden Clubs. was they who 
suggested programs, activities, and projects, 
and pointed the way the building 
club which would measure the highest 
standards. They invested such tremendous 
zeal and energy that was inevitable that 
many achievements were take place 
short period time. 

The Lighthouse Garden Club Fort 
Worth was the third garden club for the 
blind organized Texas, and the fourth 
the United States. The first the United 
States was the Hugh Findlay Garden Club 
Austin, Texas, organized January, 1947. 
Dallas followed one year later with the organ- 
ization its Lighthouse Garden Club. Texas 
Garden Clubs, Inc., has promoted the found- 
ing these clubs and sponsored their develop- 
ment. 

The impetus for this movement came from 
Dr. Hugh Findlay, Professor Landscape 
Architecture Columbia University, when 
presented program “Gardening for 
Blind Veterans” before the National 
Board Garden Clubs New York 1945. 
demonstrated set garden tools which 
had designed especially for the blind and 
which were being used successfully Avon 
Old Farms Convalescent Hospital. Repre- 
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sentatives Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., were 
impressed with the efficacy these tools 
and with the knowledge the doors that 
would opened sunlight and life for 
thousands blind persons that they brought 
set back Texas. Although the tools were 
first used blind veterans, Mrs. John 
Berry, chairman garden therapy, took the 
the civilian blind through the co-opera- 
tion local garden clubs and agencies for the 
blind. 

After the garden clubs for the blind were 
organized, the first objective was increase 
the members’ knowledge plant life they 
could readily make distinctions through their 
remaining senses. From the outset they ex- 
pressed eager desire work and 
things for themselves well study and 
listen. They wanted feel the cool, moist 
earth between their fingers; touch the 
slick, straight blades grass; run their 
fingers along the stems, leaves, blooms all 
kinds flowers. They wanted plant roots 
the soil and nurture them into thriving, 
colorful marvels beauty. They looked for- 
ward happy, busy hours spent out doors 
tending their own gardens, and the revival 
spirit and body this close contact with na- 
ture would bring them. They delighted 
the warm, genuine comradeship that inevi- 
tably springs when persons are working 
together common enterprise. They antici- 
pated the full fruitior. careful planning and 
industrious labor would come when their 
own gardens would burgeon out with riot 


color and fragrance. This would time 
-of inexpressible satisfaction and pleasure. 


Was beyond blind person’s reach 
accomplish this? Not all. 


addition the persons mentioned the 
October issue, Foundation scholarships have 


awarded Olga Oen, Minot, North 


Dakota; Mila Baker, Oak Park, Illinois; 
Hilda Turner, Brooklyn, New York; and 


-Robert Logan, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. 


TWELFTH BIENNIAL CONVENTION 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
HOME TEACHERS THE BLIND 


the Twelfth Biennial Convention the 
Eastern Conference Home Teachers 
the Blind held Hartford, Connecticut, Oc- 
tober through 10, the Conference adopted 
new by-laws providing for active and associate 
memberships. 

Information may obtained from the 
secretary, Alfred Allen, American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, West 16th Street, New 
York 11, Other officers elected include 
Miss Mary Curran, Worcester, Mass., presi- 
dent; Mr. Walter Evans, Altoona, Penna., 
vice-president; Mrs. Theresa Wood, Brook- 
lyn, Y., treasurer (re-elected). 

The conference attendance was the largest 
its history and 141 were the banquet, the 
highlight which was presentations Miss 
Ivy Mead and Mr. Edward Schuerer (in 
absentia). 

The secretary will communicate further 
details the conference the membership 
later date. 


Christmas Gifts for Blind Children. 
who wish help the selection toys suit- 
able for the preschool blind child, for older 
blind children, may secure sound advice 
their selections from Creative Playthings, 
867 Madison Avenue, New York 21, New 
York. This concern operates mail order 
business, and has shown great enlightenment 
the selection toys for special groups. 
They have consulted with the Foundation, 
and with experts the preschool child, and 
have exchanged views with many parents 
blind children. marked catalog may 
requested from them, provided also 
asked that suitable toys indicated. 


Those who keep complete files the Out- 
look for the Blind should note that the 
September issue was wrongly numbered 
was really number 


[- 
yr 


THE ONE HUNDRED BOOKS THAT BEST INTERPRET 
AMERICA 


MARION WOODWORTH 


THERE SOMETHING very alluring about 
book lists; read them constantly news- 
papers and periodicals—lists what this 
that prominent person reading, best 
sellers for the week, books keep one well- 
informed some current topic, etc. There 
has recently been compiled book list that 
should appeal every American. called 
The One Hundred Books That Best Interpret 
America, and was created for specific pur- 
pose which will described briefly. 

the Kiwanis Magazine for January 1948 
there challenging article under the title 
“What America?” James Roche. The 
author director public relations for the 
Moore-McCormack Lines whose three larg- 
est passenger ships, converted into troopships, 
carried half million men and from World 
War II. Mr. Roche tells the story the one 
hundred books. memorial the war 
dead, was decided select and dedicate 
small library placed the first class 
library each those three ships. Each 
named for one the Moore-McCormack 
men who gave his life for his country. 

When Mr. Roche was given this assignment 
felt that the selections should made 
many people possible. letter was 
drafted and copies sent 10,000 persons— 
“authors, literary critics, teachers history 
and literature, editors, columnists, college 
deans and statesmen, plus personal friends 
who included 400 New York fellow-Kiwan- 
ians, the forty-eight governors and every 


Marion Woodworth reference librarian Perkins 
Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind. 


member Congress.” Each was asked for 
titles books “which your opinion would 
have helped the fellows about give their 
lives, understand the country they served, 
its traditions and ideals, the people who helped 
make present-day America.” 

More than 2,500 persons responded that 
letter. The project received small amount 
Winterich the Saturday Review Litera- 
ture for September 27, 1947 while the list was 
being compiled. The final result amazing 
collection Americana. fiction, history, 
poetry, biography, drama have the story 
“My Country, ’tis Thee.” Included are 
the works eighty-seven authors, fifty 
them still living, least four them Ameri- 
cans adoption. 

Here are the books that have received many 
awards and cash prizes. Nineteen them 
have been recipients the Pulitzer award, 
given the book considered best its class 
for given year. 

survey has been made here the Perkins 
Institution library which shows that all but 
twelve these books are available braille 
Talking Books; fifty-one are both 
media. the twelve, one now the process 
being embossed, and one hand-copied 
another library. can truly say that 
ninety per cent the list may read the 
blind. Surely this figure compares favorably 
with what might expect find public 
library. 

Mr. Roche loved his task and proved it. 
selected from the list five books which had 
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THE ONE HUNDRED BOOKS 


not read; these were added his own library 
read before any other reading under- 
taken. 

The list follows. this rich fund there 
something please everyone—books read 
and re-read. Helen Keller has said, “Books 
are compensation for the harms fate.” 


THE ONE HUNDRED BOOKS THAT 
BEST INTERPRET AMERICA 


Alice Adams—Booth Tarkington 

The American—Howard Fast 

Arrowsmith—Sinclair Lewis 

Arundel—Kenneth Roberts 

Barren Ground—Ellen Glasgow 

Cimarron—Edna Ferber 

Citizen Tom Paine—Howard Fast 

Collected Stories (also called Round-Up)— 
Ring Lardner 

Covered Wagon—Emerson Hough 

Death Comes for the Archbishop—Willa 
Cather 

Drums Along the Ed- 
monds 

Ethan Frome—Edith Wharton 

Forest and the Fort—Hervey Allen 

Four Million—O. Henry 

Free Man—Conrad Richter 

Freedom Road—Howard Fast 

Giants the Earth—Ole Rolvaag 

Grapes Wrath—John Steinbeck 

Meadow—Elizabeth Roberts 

Hoosier Schoolmaster—Edward Eggleston 

Finn—Mark Twain 

Immortal Wife—Irving Stone 

Journey the Flavin 

Lantern Her Hand—Bess Streeter Aldrich 

Last the Cooper 

Late George Apley—John Marquand 

the Hurricane Roar—Rose Wilder Lane 

‘Long Remember—MacKinlay Kantor 

‘Look Homeward, Angel—Thomas Wolfe 

Man Without Country—E. Hale 

Antonia—Willa Cather 

Dick—Herman Melville 
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Native Son—Richard Wright 
Northwest Passage—Kenneth Roberts 
Octopus—Frank Norris 

Old Creole Days—George Cable 
Ox-Bow Incident—Walter Van Tilburg Clark 
Cather 

Rabble Arms—Kenneth Roberts 
Red Badge Courage—Stephen Crane 
Ruggles Red Gap—H. Wilson 
Big—Edna Ferber 

Tales the Gold Rush—Bret Harte 
Trees—Conrad Richter 

U.S. A—John Dos Passos 

Valley Decision—Marcia Davenport 
Vein Iron—Ellen Glasgow 


Poetry 
Collected Frost 
Collected Poems—H. Longfellow 
John Brown’s Body—Stephen Vincent Benet 
Leaves Grass—Walt Whitman 
The People, Yes—Carl Sandburg 


Ah, Wilderness—Eugene O’Neill 
Our Town—Thornton Wilder 
Yellow Jack—Sidney Howard 


Admiral the Ocean Sea—Samuel Morison 
Americanization Edward Bok—Edward 
Bok 
Andrew Jackson—Marquis James 
Autobiography Benjamin Franklin 
Autobiography Lincoln Steffens 
Autobiography William Allen White 
Benjamin Franklin—Carl Van Doren 
Connecticut Yankee—W. Cross 
Education Henry Adams—Henry Adams 
George Washington—W. Woodward 
George Washington Carver—Rackham Holt 
Goodly Heritage—Mary Ellen Chase 
Lincoln Reader—Paul Angle 
Paul Revere and the World Lived In— 
Esther Forbes 
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Abraham Lincoln, the Prairie Years—Carl 
Sandburg 

The James 

Sherman, Fighting Prophet—Lloyd Lewis 

Son the Middle Border—Hamlin Garland 

Theodore Pringle 

Thomas Jefferson—Claude Bowers 

From Slavery—Booker Washington 

Who Built America—Carl 

World Washington Irving—Van Wyck 
Brooks 

Yankee From Olympus—Katherine Bowen 

Essays, 

Subtreasury American Humor—E. and 
White 

Treasury American Folklore—B. Bot- 
kin 

American Language—H. Mencken 

Epic America—James Truslow Adams 

Essays—R. Emerson 

From Many Lands—Louis Adamic 

Ground Stand On—John Dos Passos 

Home Country—Ernest Pyle 

Life the Mississippi—Mark Twain 

Life With Father—Clarence Day 

Main Current American Thought—Ver- 
non Parrington 

Only Yesterday—F. Allen 

Oregon Trail—Francis Parkman 

Republic—Charles Beard 

Rise American Civilization—Charles and 
Mary Beard 

Walden—Henry Thoreau 

Way Our People Woodward 

Winning the West—Theodore Roosevelt 

Year Decision—Bernard Voto 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Many agencies for the blind have been very 
successful having blind persons their 
territory sell Christmas cards, and many 
them are now making this all year round 
business. 

The manufacturers have made special 


price this organization 45¢ per box for 
all boxes except the everyday wrapping 
sortment known the “Gift Wrapping Cab- 
inet,” which 60¢ per box. 

They also have box imported English 
paper napkins (which not listed the 
catalog). retails for $1.00 and your price 
55¢ per box. These are very beautiful nap- 
kins and should very good seller. Send 
all orders National Industries for the Blind. 


SARA FRIEDMAN DIES 

Mrs, Sara Friedman, founder and president 
the Palestine Lighthouse School and Home 
for the Blind Jerusalem, died New York 
City, October following brief illness. She 
became interested the blind Palestine 
1924 and formulated plans for the Light- 
house the following year. She has been direct- 
ing the financial support the school and 
also the operation second one Vienna, 
opened since the recent war buildings 
lent Allied occupation forces, for the 
Jewish blind Europe. the time her 
death campaign was under way obtain 
$500,000 for new building Palestine. 
Recently, second campaign was started for 
like amount for permanent school and 
home Vienna. 
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WESTERN CONFERENCE HOME TEACHERS 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
HOME TEACHERS 


Sunday, August 22, the Western Con- 
ference Home Teachers the Adult 
Blind opened its 1948 convention the 
Roosevelt Hotel, Seattle, Washington. The 
session began with greetings Mrs. Juliet 
Bindt Berkeley, California, president 
the organization; and the invocation was 
delivered Mr. Carl Seattle. The 
principal address the evening was Dr. 
Berthold Lowenfeld, director educational 
the American Foundation for the 
Blind, who spoke “Psychological Prob- 
lems the Adjustment Blindness.” 

The next meeting was opened Monday 
morning Mrs. Bindt, who introduced Dr. 
Purman Dorman, Technical Consultant for 
the Division for the Blind, Washington State 
Department Public Welfare. Dr. Dorman 
gave informative speech the common 
eye conditions met the home teacher. Mrs. 
Bindt then introduced Miss Margaret Bland, 
home teacher Colorado, who exhibited 
many useful appliances adapted for the blind. 
Following Miss Bland’s display gadgets, 
the meeting adjourned visit the Training 
Center for the Blind Seattle. Here the 
members were shown the tremendous amount 
handicraft produced the sightless work- 
men. Later the afternoon the members 
were guests tea and reception given 
the staff the training center. 

The business meeting the convention 
was opened Tuesday, Mrs. Bindt, and the 
first order business was the report the 
membership committee Mrs. Alice Olssen, 
home teacher Seattle. her report she 
stated that the membership the organiza- 
tion now consists seventy-five persons, 
which includes three from New York and 
two from Canada. She stated that active 
membership open any home teacher 
the eleven western states, and that all the 
currently employed home teachers for the 
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blind this area, except four, have joined 
the organization during the two years its 
existence. Mrs. Olssen stressed that any per- 
son who interested the activities the 
blind may become associate member 
the organization. This report was followed 
that the committee resolutions. Sev- 
eral resolutions were passed and unanimously 
adopted the convention, chief among them 
being: recommend more braille books 
grade one; recommend handicraft 
supplement the “Home Teacher;” and 
recommend braille edition the index 
the “Outlook.” President Bindt then stated 
that the two main projects the organization 
are being studied the professional status 
committee, whose chairman Miss Mary 
Melvin, home teacher Spokane; and the 
deaf-blind research committee, with Miss 
Frances Virgin, San Francisco, chairman. 
The professional status committee will as- 
semble information pertaining teachers, 
their working conditions, and methods 
recording case histories. The deaf-blind re- 
search committee will compile file the 
deaf-blind the eleven western states 
ascertain their number and problems. Next, 
the nominating committee presented the 
names the candidates for the different 
offices, and the members the convention 
unanimously re-elected Mrs. Juliet Bindt 
president. Other officers for the ensuing year 
are: Miss Margaret Bland, Colorado, vice- 
president; Miss Marcella Olsen, California, 
corresponding secretary; Mr. Malcolm Med- 
ler, Oregon, recording secretary; and Mrs. 
Tessie Jones, Utah, treasurer. Mrs. Bindt 
then introduced Miss Evelyn McKay, 
director social research, American Founda- 
tion for the Blind. Miss McKay emphasized 
her speech the history and progress the 
home teaching service, and how happy she 
was that the three regions the United States 
were now covered with home teachers’ con- 
ferences. 

One the last events the convention 
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was the banquet Tuesday evening the 
Roosevelt Hotel. The tables were beautifully 
decorated the Delta Gamma alumnae 
Seattle, and Miss Mary Melvin, chairman 
the convention, was the gracious toastmistress 
the evening. The first guest presented 
the group was Mrs. Kathryn Malstrom, direc- 
tor the Washington State Department 
Public Welfare, who warmly greeted all 
the members the convention. Mrs. Pearl 
Wanamaker, State Superintendent Public 
Instruction, Olympia, was then introduced 
Miss Melvin the principal speaker 
the evening. Mrs. Wanamaker gave stirring 
speech the theme “Educating for Free- 
dom.” Following this address, eight home 
teachers holding certificates issued the 
American Association Workers for the 
Blind, were honored. These members were: 
Miss Frieda Frederickson, Bellingham; Mrs. 
Alice Olssen, Mrs. Melba King, Mrs. Mary 
Quigg, Mr. George Bailey, all Seattle; 
Mrs. Vera Thompson, Miss Elizabeth Foley, 
and Mr. Malcolm Medler, all Portland. 

Thus, the third annual convention the 
Western Conference Home Teachers the 
Adult Blind came close, and the members 
are now looking forward their 1949 con- 
vention which will held next June 
Denver, Colorado. 


REPORT OHIO STUDY 


Redrafting plans for two new state in- 
stitutions may result from the report sub- 
mitted Tuesday the Ohio Postwar Program 
Commission its Blind and Deaf Study 
Committee. 

the report submitted Senator Roscoe 
Walcutt, commission chairman, the com- 
mittee concluded that the best method 
educating blind and deaf children 
special classes public schools. Its final con- 
clusion called for restudy and reconsideration 


Reprinted from the Columbus, O., Dispatch Sep- 
tember 


plans for new state schools for the blind 
and deaf, built Wyandot Country 
Club land, for which the legislature has 
ready appropriated $5,000,000. 

Admitting that state schools 
equipped educate blind and deaf children 
far vocational training concerned, the 
committee declared such institutions should 
not abandoned. Where special public 
school classes are not available and for chil- 
dren with handicaps beyond blindness and 
deafness, the institutions will remain neces- 
sary, reported. 

Aside from these special conditions, how- 
ever, the report pointed out, education 
institutions requires children away 
from home about nine months each year 
and “every thinking person must agree that 
during the formative years child’s life 
there adequate substitute for 
love and care.” 

Also supporting the committee’s conclu- 
sions favor public school special classes 
were sub-committee findings showing that 
educating children such special classes, 
rather than state institutions, much less 
costly the state. According figures cited 
the report, cost per pupil 1947 for blind 
partially sighted children was $914 the 
state schools; 

Since the special classes, conducted under 
the Special Education Division the State 
Department Education, are not provided 
all localities Ohio, some children live 
foster boarding homes near the schools 
during the school 

Senator Walcutt said would call 
meeting the commission for October 
consider the report the commission 
committee. 

Construction the two new state institu- 
tions, which the committee recommends 
reconsideration, was delayed the war, the 
commission said, adding that rising costs 
have now increased the cost carrying out 
present plans more than 100 per 
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FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


Industry Their Fingertips prepared 
the Department Public Information and 
the Department Special Services the 
Illinois Division Vocational Rehabilitation, 
the graphic story how blind citizens 
Illinois are making valuable contributions 
business and industry. There are many photo- 
graphs and testimonials employers blind 
persons. 

The Welfare Reporter for August, 1948 
contains article entitled “Striking Increase 
Blind Children” Josephine Taylor. 
She reports that there are registered with the 
State Commission for the Blind more 
than four times many preschool children 
and infants there were four years ago. 
least percent the increase due the 
rise the number cases retrolental 
fibroplasia. 

“Arkansas helps its Blind” Roy Kumpe 
and Martin Crittenden found Public 
Welfare for September, 1948. the story 
Arkansas Enterprises for the Blind, Inc., 
which was created nine years ago. antici- 
pated those who initiated the program 
that will continue grow and time 
furnish regional center where newly blind 
persons can obtain special service. 

The Journal Rehabilitation for October, 
1948 Growing Concern” the Vet- 
erans Administration Information Division 
gives the story Henry Reynolds, 
blinded veteran who has established himself 
his own business making hand-woven 
articles his own home Vermont. 
specializes weaving baby blankets, lunch- 
sets, scarfs and ski accessories. This issue 
the magazine also includes “Out Dark- 


ness—Into the Light” Marshall Parham. 
the story radio engineer who through 


the help extended him the North Caro- 


lina Commission for the Blind was enabled 
resume his old job. 

The American Magazine for August, 1948, 
Jerome Beatty tells the story Vernon Wil- 
liams, successful blind lawyer. Mr. Williams 
was blind from birth and went school 
his home town among seeing children and at- 
tended law school the state university. 

The Nation’s Health, Ten Year Pro- 
gram has just been published the 
Federal Security Agency. the form 
report the President Oscar Ewing, 
the Federal Security Administrator. There 
chapter, “Rehabilitation for Handicapped,” 
which called the sixth health goal, aiming 
rehabilitating the 250,000 men and women 
who become disabled through illness in- 
jury every year, that they can restored 
the most nearly normal life and work 
which they are individually capable. 

The Bible New York Reverend David 
Fant published the New York Bible 
Society. This “romance Scripture distribu- 
tion world metropolis from 1809 1948” 
has chapter the distribution the Bible 
the blind. The activities the Society in- 
clude distribution the Bible several types 
raised print, well arranging for re- 
cording the Bible Talking Book. visit- 
ing teacher has been employed who teaches 
the blind read braille and takes the respon- 
sibility for seeing that the books are made 
available. 
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THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


great many people like 

reminded the items handled this 
department when this season the year 
rolls around. has been decided re- 
print brief description everything now 
available the hope that this will simplify 
the preparation Christmas lists. 


Canned Goods Markers. Kit plastic 
labels, elastics, and paper punch ..... $1.45 
Gas Stove Lighter. Flint and steel spark- 
Automatic Pancake Turner. Aluminum 
blade flips when handle 
Vegetable Slicer. Adjustable thicknesses, 
with grater 1.00 
Aluminum Broil Racks. Kit three, 
E-Z-Lift Jar Openers. For press-top cans, 


Carving Knife. With adjustable guide, 

for bread, etc. 1.25 
Cake Cutter. V-shaped blade, for cutting 

and serving layer 1.55 
Speedy Chef Egg Beater. With stand, for 

bowls various sizes ............... 1.75 
Scaleomatic Pressure Cooker. quart, 

with separators and trivet .......... 8.75 


Bacon Fryer. For cooking bacon without 
turning over 
Cofi-Meter. Screws glass coffee jars, 


dispenses tablespoons the clicks 
Knife Sharpener. Abrasive wheel with 
guides, screws wall 1.20 
Purse Shopping Bag. Black plastic coated 
‘purse which opens into bag ......... 1.50 
Safety Spoons. Set two basting spoons 
with clip hang edge pan 


Tape Measure. Five foot, with paper 


Hem Gauge. Adjustable, for marking 

hems with pins, rule notched ....... 1.75, 
Needle Threader. Plastic threader for 

small needles, takes 
Wire Loop Needle Threaders. Sent 

Handy Magnet. Magnet with handle, for 

picking pins and needles 


Flipknife. Gold plated handle, locks 


X-Acto Pocket Knife. Plated handle, 
blade slides out and in, best steel 
Change-A-Blade Scissors. Replaceable 
blades, and lock tension 2.00 
Extra Blades for above scissors, per 
Safety Knife. Spring loaded hood covers 


Cast Aluminum Rule. One foot long, 
with 16th inch graduation .......... 1.50 
Wood-Marking Guage. Combination 
above with brad awl and lock-slide 3.50 
Magnagrip. 
holder for steel knives tools ...... 2.50 
C-12 Automatic Center Punch. Fires it- 
self pressure ............... 1.50 
SC-1 Self Centering Attachment. Used 
with above for centering holes ...... 1.00 
SC-19 Self Centering Punch. Automatic 
center punch with above 2.25 
C-15 Center Punch. Like C-12, but 
C-16 Center Punch. For use with leather 
hole punches, listed below .......... 2.25, 
C-3 and C-4 Hole Punches. .ogo and .045 
inches diameter, respectively. Each 
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Brad Pusher. For driving small finishing 
nails without hammer ............ 
Miterite Saw Guide. For rough cross-cut- 
ting, ripping, and mitering 
Speed Soldering Iron. Heats and cools 
fast, for starting work while cold 
Tire Pressure Guage, Plunger type, read- 
Saw Filer. Holds file correct angles for 
filing hand saws 
Precision Pressure Lock Wrench. Holds 
pressure (up ton) till released. 2.25 
Micrometer, Model 230. Adapted for 
touch reading about inch 
Micrometer, Model 231. Same, but with 
21.00 
Vertical Drill Positioner. Plumb bob at- 
tachment for holding drills straight 1.50 
Coin Changer. Four barrel coin changer 
for stand operators, dealers, etc ...... 
Insulin Syringe. cc. syringe with set- 
Sphygmomanometer. Aneroid type for 
taking blood pressures 
Clinical Thermometer. One inch dial, 
readable many with magnifier 
Protractor. Small plastic protractor with 
pointer for drawing angles .......... 
Slide Rule. Circular type, for 
cation, division, and taking roots 
Adding Machine. Five-column, manual 


10.75 


19.00 


17.50 


2.75 


operation, readable touch ........ 8.50 
Dural Cane. Half-inch diameter, crook 
handle, 6-7 ounces, inches ... 1.85 


Shank Cane. Plastic handle, chromium 
tapered shaft, glide ferrule, inches 1.00 
Collapsible Feeler Cane. Held open 
friction, chromium plated, inch 3.50 
Collapsible Lock-open Cane. Chromium 
and brass, inches, rubber grip ... 2.00 
Crook Lock-open Cane. Same above, 
with plastic crook, glide ferrule 
Replacement Ferrules. Used all but 
Feeler Cane, screws 
Universal Ball Point Pen. Metal slip-on 


Refills for Universal Ball Point 
Raised Line Stationery. Kit sheets, 

Paper Punch. Three movable remov- 

able punches, operated simultaneously 1.20 
Outdoor Thermometer. 120°F. 

Large inkprint markings and braille 2.25 
Liquid Thermometers. inch dials 

with inch stems, accurate 

125 degrees (dark room range) 4.00 


180 degrees (liquid range) ...... 
220 degrees (roast thermometer 
150 degrees Centigrade (labora- 


500 degrees (candy range) .... 5.25 
Barometer. Marked 1/10 inches, ad- 

justable for various altitudes 
Postal Scales. Graduated ounces 

Diabetic Diet Scales. 500 gram capacity 


with braille markings .............. 7.50 
Grocer’s Scale. lb. capacity, inch 
dial, graduated ounces .......... 50.00 
Bathroom Scale. 300 capacity, grad- 
Household Scale. capacity, grad- 
uated oz. intervals 4-75 
Half-Teaspoon Liquid Measure. Glass 


Drop-A-Time Drop Measure. Medicine 
dropper with special bulb give 
Interval Timers. For cooking and other 
timing needs 
Bell-ringing models, min- 


3.00 
Switch models shut off apparatus, 
Selecto-Switch Self-Starting Clock. 
Turns radio off .............. 11.30 
Alarm Attachment for Deaf-Blind. For 
use with above deaf-blind alarm 8.00 
Baby Ben Clock. Braille indications 
spring-wound alarm clock .......... 4.25 


Electric 


Alarm Clock. 
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white plastic case 


4.00 
Magnifier. With self-contained light. 
Chess Set. Plastic, pegged men; compo- 
sition board, grommets holes 2.50 
Game Goal. Elaborate form Tic- 


Brailled Cards. “Bicycle” cards with re- 
inforced braille dots ................ 
Plastic Brailled Cards. “Kem” cards, 
washable, brailled .............. 
Jumbo Cards. Large type, for people 
with impaired sight ................ 
Game Rook. Standard Rook game, 
brailled 
Game Bottoms Up. Played with dice 
and nine marked pieces ............ 
Modern Michigan. Board, brailled cards, 
and brailled instructions ............ 5.00 
Cribbage Board. 
holes for quick insertion pegs ...... 2.25 
Carrom Bagatelle. pin game, sturdily 
built hardwood, brailled ........ 
Flameless Cigaret Lighter. cig- 
aret puffed 
Pipe Lighter. Has flame chimney for 
lighting pipes 
Drying Beads. Absorb 40% weight 
moisture, dried oven, per 
Vestpok Razor. Shaves without soap, 


1.25 


water, electricity. Ten blades. .... 1.00 
Key Keeper. Pin handbag, keys attach 

retractable chain, nickled 
Presto Electric Plugs. Both wires at- 

tached with turn coin. Set 
Electric Heating Pads. With “Braillway” 

switches, for dry applications ........ 4.50 

For Moist applications, otherwise iden- 


Power-Pak Fire Extinguishers. Carbon 
dioxide type, harmless, compact 5.00 
CVH Relievo Materials. For making 
raised lines maps, graphs, etc. 
Introductory kit, three tubes paint, 
flock, paper cones 
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15¢ package. 


Relievo paint, inch studio tubes 4.00 
Cones for applying paint, envelopes 


White lustre beads, for making rough 
White rayon flock, for making fuzzy 
Phone Rest. Fits French phone, holds 
phone against shoulder ............. 1.35 
Fishing Bob. Whistles when fish bite, 
even tells type nibble 
Electric Metronome. Scale marked 
braille, cycles, only .......... 
Liessens Music Writer. Enables musician 
write staff notation 12.50 


All-Purpose Sound System. For emboss- 
ing, cutting, playback commercial, 
Talking Book, Soundscriber, and 
Columbia long playing records 

Embossing Equipment for Above. 
record thin plastic 25¢ hour 15.00 

Recording Unit. Basic turntable, record- 
ing head, and 17.00 

Discs and styli for use with the All-Pur- 
pose machine 
Audio Blue Label, aluminum 
Speakophone, coated paper, 10”...... 

Speakophone, lightweight aluminum 

base, 10” Package 3.60 

Audio Yellow Label, aluminum base, 

Embossing discs, Vinylite, 10” 


2.10 


5.40 


Cutting Styli: 


Steel (package three) .......... 
Auditory Circuit Analyzer. For making 
electrical and radio measurements. 55.00 
Self-threading, calyx-eye will 


shortly available from the Technical 
search Department. They will priced 
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Arkansas School for the Blind—J. Chiles, 
graduate the Arkansas School for the Blind, 
and Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas, and 
with Master’s degree from Vanderbilt University 
was appointed teach social studies. Mr. 
Ross, Air Force veteran, who graduate 
Arkansas State Teachers College, Conway, Arkansas, 
teach industrial arts. replaces Mr. 
Tyson who was promoted principal. Mr. Tyson 
has had six years’ experience industrial arts 
teacher the school. new department, that 
beauty culture, was set during the summer and 
Miss Elsie Seibert West Virginia was selected 
beauty parlor two rooms was 
redecorated and furnished with the necessary equip- 
ment for teaching all phases beauty culture 
high school girls. 


Arkansas State School for the Colored Blind—A 
new plant for the Negro blind and deaf was 
ready for occupancy this fall. “Separate dormitories 
are planned for each group, well classrooms, 
dining rooms and vocational shops. Operational 
costs will reduced great deal having 
central heating plant, single kitchen and other 
services that can performed one installation 
well better than they are now being per- 
formed two. 

“It hoped that, upon completion this new 
unit, more the Colored blind and deaf children 
the State will attend school. With both the 
present old plants for the Colored filled capacity, 
has not been possible conduct active cam- 
paign get more the Colored children at- 
tend school. The new plant will 
seventy-five school children well 
living space for employees.” 


Butler County Branch, Pennsylvania Association 
for the Blind—A home teacher for the blind has 
been employed. Butler County had never had such 
teacher and the blind people are enjoying the 
instruction braille, typing, leatherwork, crocheting 
and knitting. 


Family Service Association, Washington, 
Gretta Griffis has joined the staff home teacher 
for the blind. 


Fort Worth—Tarrant County Association for the 
Blind—A class “Home Accident Prevention” has 
been organized cooperation with the American 
Red Cross. The local Chapter will award diplomas 
upon completion the course. This believed 
the first such class Texas. followed 
the course First Aid. 


Kentucky School for the Blind—The main school 
building has been rewired, with modern switches 
and circuit breakers; new electric fire alarm 
system has been installed; every classroom has been 
equipped with fluorescent lights; and sprinkler 
system has been installed. new boiler room with 
new boilers and stokers was completed during the 
summer. electronic organ has been placed 
the auditorium and the teaching this instrument 
added the curriculum offerings. The school 
sponsored third orientation 
course for adults during the summer. 


Lavelle School for the Blind—Sister Richarda, 
P., has been appointed superintendent place 
Sister Raphael. 


Michigan School for the Blind—A teacher training 
program has been inaugurated cooperation with 
Michigan State College. Three seniors from the 
college are living the School and taking courses 
The courses offered are: Braille and Braille 
Methods, Typing and Typing Methods for the 
Blind, Educational Provisions for the Blind and 
teaching with blind children. This work 
completes the requirements for courses teaching 
the blind required for Michigan Special Education 
Teaching Certificate. 


The New York Association for the Blind—Fifteen 
boys and girls from two five are enrolled 
The Lighthouse Nursery School under the direction 
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294 


Miss Elizabeth Baird. addition, the medical 
social workers and Nursery School teachers are 
close touch with the parents forty-four other 
blind infants below school age, making total 
fifty-nine. 


Ohio Rehabilitation Services for the Blind—A series 
eleven one-day institutes was held during the 
past summer various sections the state ex- 
plain and discuss with the public assistance workers, 
especially those administering Aid the Blind, 
the vocational rehabilitation the blind. Only six 
the eighty-eight counties were not represented 
these group meetings. Charts, graphs, posters, 
movies, stills, and exhibit material were all used 
supplement the talks rehabilitation the 
blind. result more and better referrals have 
been coming from the county workers and con- 
siderable interest has been aroused among them 
reporting job opportunities for blind people 
their respective counties. 

Also, week’s “Course Training Sighted Foot- 
travel Teachers” was conducted August. Mr. 
Houser the Kentucky School for the Blind, 
formerly Valley Forge Hospital, assisted Mr. 
Sutton the same school, were the foot- 
travel instructors. Classes were held the Ohio 
State School for the Blind where dormitory ac- 
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commodations were also provided. Thirteen 
from many Ohio cities took the 
travel orientation and the use the long 
Rehabilitation Services now employing 
foot-travel teachers hourly rate 
agency clients who need 


Oklahoma School for the Blind—Anton 
orchestra leader the school, who had served 


faithfully for twenty-five years, passed away 
cently. 


Boston Aid the Blind, Inc—The center 
Huntington Avenue, near Symphony subway 
tion, open all visually handicapped adults 
the state Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 
1:00 4:00 P.M.; Tuesday and Thursday from 
7:30 10:00 P.M.,; and the first Saturday 
each month 7:30 P.M. The corresponding 
tary Mrs. Maurice Welling, Chilton 
Brookline, 46. 


Maryland School for the Blind—Hugh 
Lonaconing, Maryland has been appointed gym 
structor the department for white pupils; Alfred 
Zimmerman, New York, Y., teacher 
upper grades the department for Negro 
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